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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) [X] Claim(s) 1^6 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1^6 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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Detailed Action 

1. This Office Action is in response to the Amendment filed on 04/13/2006. Claims 
1-6 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kurosawa et al. (US 6,047,288), hereinafter "Kurosawa", in view of Cox et al. (US 
6,510,466), hereinafter "Cox". 

4. As to claim 1, Kurosawa teaches a system and method of group environment 
specifying and setting, comprising: 

group specifying means for specifying, in the case of a predetermined user 
having logged in using a user ID and password, a group to which the user belongs 
(group list 601a stores a group name and members of the group) (Kurosawa, Fig. 20, 
col. 12, lines 30-34 and col. 24, lines 35-42); 
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using environment specifying means for specifying a using environment 
corresponding to the group specified by the group specifying means (the environment 
setting information of a designated group is derived from the database) (Kurosawa, 
col. 13, lines 35-54); 

using environment setting means for setting an environment which conforms to 
the using environment specified by the using environment specifying means (the 
environment setting information is derived and sent to the terminal to apply the 
environment setting) (Kurosawa, col. 14, line 55 - col. 15, line 16); and 

creating databases (databases 601a and 601b as illustrated in Figs. 20-21) 
according to group and designating one of the databases, which an application program 
uses (the setting information in database 601b of Fig. 21 gives a default setting for a 
conferencing application) (Kurosawa, Figs. 20-21, col. 24, line 35 - col. 25, line 13). 

However, Kurosawa does not explicitly teach providing the request to the 
application program according to the user ID and password included in a packet of the 
request. 

In an analogous art, Cox teaches a system and method for centralized 
management of application programs on a network, wherein an administrator may 
define and authorized certain users and/or groups of users to access appropriate 
applications installed on the server in the database 208, which acts as a central 
repository of application management information, such as user, software, device 
preference and access control information, responsive to client management server 204 
(Cox, col. 8, line 57 - col. 9, line 5). If a user identification and password information 



Application/Control Number: 09/765,623 



Art Unit: 2141 



Page 4 



is contained in the request, user login operations are executed including bringing up a 
user desktop and establishing the user's credentials and application access 
authorization (Cox, col. 12, lines 53-57), for example, icon displays may be selected for 
inclusion in the desktop based on whether a particular user is an authorized user for the 
associated applications (Cox, col. 9, line 58 - col. 10, line 2). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the system of Kurosawa with the teachings 
of Cox to include providing the request to the application program according to the user 
ID and password included in a packet of the request to establish the user's credentials 
and application access authorization (Cox, col. 12, lines 53-57) since such methods 
were conventionally employed in the art to allow the system provide login support for 
user authentication and mapping to a user profile and software support to configure 
software (applets and applications) users and groups for access to and the user 
preferences for those software applications (Cox, col. 10, lines 38-43). 

5. As to claim 2, Kurosawa-Cox teaches the system of claim 1, wherein the group 
comprises one or more users (Kurosawa, Fig. 20). 

6. As to claim 3, Kurosawa-Cox teaches the system of claim 1, wherein the 
databases are divided physically or logically according to the groups (databases 601a 
as illustrated in Fig. 20), and the using environment setting means sets one of the 
databases corresponding to the group specified by the group specifying means (the 
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setting information in database 601b of Fig. 21 gives a default setting for a conferencing 
application) (Kurosawa, Figs. 20-21, col. 24, line 35 - col. 25, line 13). 

7. As to claim 4, Kurosawa-Cox teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein the group 
specifying means comprises a table which associates user information regarding each 
user with the group to which each user belongs (for example, as illustrated in Fig. 20, 
USER1 belongs to group 3/C, USER2 and USER3 belong to group 2/B, etc.) and 
specifies the appropriate group by referring to the user information, which user entered 
when the user logged in, and the table (Kurosawa, Fig. 20, col. 24, lines 35-42). 

8. As to claim 5, Kurosawa-Cox teaches the system of claim 1, further comprising 
processing means for performing a process corresponding to a request from the user 
(the environment setting information is derived and sent to the terminal to apply the 
environment setting) (Kurosawa, col. 14, line 55 - col. 15, line 16), wherein the 
processing means performs a process in the environment for each group set by the 
using environment setting means (for example, icon displays may be selected for 
inclusion in the desktop based on whether a particular user is an authorized user for the 
associated applications) (Cox, col. 9, line 58 - col. 10, line 2). 

9. Claim 6 is a corresponding computer-readable record medium claim of system 
claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale. 
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10. Applicant's arguments as well as request for reconsideration filed on 04/13/2006 
have been fully considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

11. A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire THREE (3) 
months from the mailing date of this communication. See 37 CFR 1.134. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quang N. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3886. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
SPE, Rupal Dharia, can be reached at (571) 272-3880. The fax phone number for the 
organization is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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